
BEFORE THE -
STATE BOARD OFOPTOMETRY 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Stipulated Surrender of Case No. 2006-112 
________________~_~cen~~_EI:__ ___________ ____________________ ______ ______ _____ ____ _ __ _________ _____________________ ____________________ _ 

CHRISTINE ANN MATSON, 0.0. 

18291 Imperial Highway 

Yorba Linda, CA 92886 

Optometrist License No. 7990 


Licensee. 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The attached Stipulated Surrender ofLicense and Order is hereby. adopted by the State 

Board of Optometry, Department of Consumer Affairs, as its Decision in this matter. 

This Decision shall become effective on July.29,2011 
--------~--~~-----

It is so ORDERED June 29 2011 

----.----::7'"r"~--"'-.---.-.-\. 

FOR THE STATE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY 
DEP ARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
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KAMALA D. BARruS 

Attorney General of California 

FRANK H. PACOE 

Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

CHAR SACHSON 

Deputy~Attomey General 


--State-BarNo.~lm 032~---~~-------- ---~- -----~--~ ~--~ -~-~ ~-- ~ - ~~--~- ---~-~--
0/ 'Q\ ~ 

~01-LHl~~ S\- -~ - ~- ~ -~-~ --~-- - . ---- ~~-~ 

455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000 

San Francisco, CA 94102-7004 

Telephone: (415) 703-5558 

Facsimile: (415) 703-5480 


Attorneys for Complainant 

. BEFORETHE 
STATE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Stipulated Surrender of Case No. 2006-112 

License by: 


CHRISTINE ANN MATSON, O.D. 

18291 Imperial Highway 
 STIPULATED SURRENDER OF 

Yorba Linda, CA 92886 
 LICENSE AND ORDER 

Optometrist License No. 7990 

Licensee. 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and betvveen the Board of Optometry 

(Board) and Christine Ann Matson, O.D. (Licensee) that, upon the Licensee's request, she 

voluntarily surrenders her Optometrist license pursuant to Condition 12 of the Board's Decision 

in Case No. 2006-112 as follows: 

PARTffiS 

1. Mona Maggio (Complainant) is the Executive Officer of the State Board of 

Optometry. She is represented in this matter by Kamala D. Hanis, Attorney General of the State 

of California, by Char Sachson, Deputy Attorney General. 

2.. C1n'istine Ann Matson, O.D. (Licensee) is representing herself in this proceeding and 

has chosen not to' exercise her right to be represented by coUnsel. 

1 

Stipulated Surrender of License (Case No. 2006-112) 
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3. On or about February 3, 1984, the State Board of Optometry issued Optometrist 

License No. 7990 to Christine' Ann Matson, O.D. The Optometl'ist License will expire on 

'October 31,2012, unless renewed. 

----------------- ---- ------------STIPtJLATION-TO-StJRRENDER- -------------------------------- 

4. Condition 12 of the Board's decision in Case No. 2006-112 states: 

'License Surrender. During Respondent's term of probation, if she ceases 

practicing due to retirement or health reasons, or is otherwise unable to satisfy the 

conditions ofprobation, Respondent may surrender her Registration and Pennit to , 

the Board. The Board reserves the right to evaluate Respondent's request and to 

exercise its discretion whether to grant the request, or to take any other action 

deemed appropriate and reasonable under the circumstances, without further 

hearing. Upon fonnal acceptance of the tendered registration and the permit and 

wall certificate, Respondent wilIno longer be subject to the conditions ofprobation. 


Surrender of Respondent's license shall be considered a disciplinary 

action and shall become a part ofRespondent's license history with the Board. An 

optoni.etrist whose registration ,and pennit has been surrendered may petition the, ' 

Board for reinstatement no sooner than one year from the effective date of the 

disciplinary decision. ' 


A copy ofDecision No. 2006-112 is attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated by 

reference. 

5. The Licensee understands that by signing this stipulation, she enables the Board to 

,Issue an order acceptirig thesunender ofher Optometrist license without further process. 

6. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Board. The Licensee understands 

and agrees that coimsel for Complainant and Board staff may communicate directly with the 

Bom:d regarding this stipulation and sunender, without notice to or pmiicipation by the Licensee. 

By signing the stipulation, the Licensee understands and agrees that she may not withdraw her 

agreement or seek to i'escincl the stipulation prior to the time the Board considers mld acts upon it. 

If the Board fails to adopt this stipulation and order its acceptance, the Stipulated Sun'ender shall 

be ofno force or effect, except ' for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal action 

between the paliies, and the Board shall not be disqualified from further action by having 

considered tIns matter. 
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7. The parties understand and agree that facsimile copies of this Stipulated Surrender of 


License and Order, inCluding facsimile signatures thereto, shalL have the same force and effect as 


the originals . 


--------'8-:------ T}llsStlpulated--Settlenlefitand-Dlsciplm-aty--Otdel' is-intenaed-:-by-theparti"e-s-W-be-an-- -------~-

integrated writing representing the complete, fmal,and exclusive embodiment of their agreement. 

It supersedes any and .all prior or contemporaneous agreements, understandings, discussions; 

negotIations, and commitments (written or oral). This Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary 

Order may not be altered,· amended, modified, supplemented, or otherwise changed except by a 

writing executed by an authorized representative of each of the parties .. 

9. In consideration of the foregoing adniissions and stipulations, the parties agree that 


the Board may, without further notice or fonnalproceeding, issue ~nd enter the following Order: 


ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Optometrist License No. 7990, issued to Christine Ann 

Matson, O.D., is surtenderedand accepted bytheStateBbard of Optometry. 
. . 

1. .The surrender of Licensee's Optometrist License and the acceptance of the 

surrendered license by tIle Board shall constitute the imposition of discipline against Licensee. 

This stipulation constitutes a record of the discipline and shall become a part ofLicensee's license 

history with the.Board. 

2. Licensee shall lose all rights and privileges as an optometrist in California as of the 


effective date of the Board's Decision and Order. 


3. Licensee shall cause to be delivered to the Board her pocket license and, if one was 


issued, her wall certificate on or before the effective date ofthe Decision and Order. 


4. If Licensee ever files an application for licensure or a petition for reinstatement in the 

State of California, the Board shall treat it as a petition for reinstatement. Licensee must comply 

with all the laws, regulations and procedures for reinstatement of a revoked license in effect at the 

time the petition is filed. 

5. If and when Licensee's license is reinstated, she shall pay to the Board all 


outstanding costs associated· with its investigation and enforcement of Case No. 2006-112 
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pursuantto Business and Professions Code section 125.3 in the amount of$1,893.62. Licensee 

shall be pennitted to pay these costs ill a payment plan approved by the Board. Nothing in this 

provision shall be construeq to prohibit the Board from reducing the amount of cost recovery 

-upmfrenlstateluentofthelicens-e".--- ----------------- -------- --- --~----- --------,------ - ----------- - -------------- --

ACCEPTANCE 

I have carefully read the Stipulated Surrender of License and Order. I understand the· 

stipulation and the effect it will have on my Optometrist License. I entei' into this Stipulated 

Sun'ender of License and Order voluntarily, lmowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be bourid 

by the Decision and Order of the State Board of Opt 

DATED: 


Licensee 

ENDORSEMENT 

The foregoing Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby respectfully submitted 

for conE'deration by the State Board of Optometry of the Department of Consumer Affairs. 
',,~b 

, Dated: . l'Gh~ 2011· , ' , Respectfully submitted, . 

KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attomey General of California 
FRANK H. PACOE 

.~eYGencr~ 

CHAR SACHSON " . 
Deputy Attomey General 
Attorneysfor Complainant 

'SF2011400345 
40491612.doc 
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BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF OPTOMETRY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
___________________________________________ SJAT~_QF~CA""IE9B·N16 ______________________________________________________ _ 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 	 ) . . Agency Case No. 2006-112 
) 
) 

CHRISTINE ANN MATSON, 0.0. ) 

18291 Imperial Highway ) 

Yorba Linda, CA 92886 ) 


) 

Certificate of Registration No. OPT 7990 ) 


) 

Respondent. ) 


------~-----~) 

) 	 . DECISION 

The attached Stipulated Decision and Disciplinary Order is hereby adopted by the 
Board of Optometry, Department of Consumer Affairs, as its Decision in the above
entitled matter . 

. This Decision shall become effective August 16, 2009. 

Ili_6,2009 

LEE A. GOLDSTEIN, O.D. MPA 

PRESIDENT 

BOARD OF OPTOMETRY 
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-------:-----------:-------------:---:-------

EDMUND G. BROWN JR., AttorneyGeneral 
of the State of California 

LINDA K. SCHNEIDER 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

BEN E. JOHNSON, State Bar No. 84406 

-- Deputy Attomey General 


_ 110 West "A" Street, Suite HOO 
---- -SanbIeg6~--CA-92TOr- --------------------------- -- -- - - ---- --- --- --- ------ --

P.O. Box 85266 

-San Diego, CA 92186-5266 


Telephone: (619) 645-2195 

Facsimile: (619) 645-2061 


Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE STATE:BOARD OF OPTOMETRY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

CHRISTINE ANN MATSON, O.D., 
i d.b.a.: Old Towne OptometryI 

18291 Imperial Highway 
Yorba Linda, CA 92886 

Certificate of Registration No. OPT 7990 
Fictitious Name Permit No. 2663 

Res ondent. 

Case No.: CC 2006-112 

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND 
DISCIPLINARY ORDER 

_IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true: 

PARTIES 

1. Margie McGavin (Complainant) is the Interim Executive Officer ofthe Board of 

Optometry. She brought this action solely in her official capacity and is represented in this 

matter by Ben E. Johnson, Deputy Attomey General, on behalf of Edmund G. Brown Jr., 

Attorney General of the State of California. 

2. Christine Aml Matson, O.D. (Respondent) is represented in this proceeding by 

attomey Raymond lMcMahon, whose addressis 1851 East First Street, Suite 810 

Santa Ana, CA 92705; and whose telephone number is 714480-2510. 

1 
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3. On or about February 8, 1984, the Board of Optometry issued Certificate of 

Registration No. OPT 7990 to Christine Arm Matson, O.D .. The Registration was in full force· 

and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought ·in Accusation No. CC 2006-112 and will· 

expire on October 31,2010, unless renewed. 
--~------- ------- - _._------------ ------ --- - -------. - ---- ----------._- -----_._-------... __.._--. 

4. On or about May 24, 2000, the Board of Optometry issued Fictitious Name 

Permit number 2663 to Cln'istine Alm Matson,. O.D., d.b.a.:. Old Towne Optometry. The Permit 

was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. CC 

2006-112 and will expire on January 31 1 2010, unless renewed .. 

JURISDICTION 

5. . Accusation No. CC 2006-112 was filed before the Board of Optometry (Board), . 

Department of Consumer Affairs, and is currently pendingagairist Respondent. The Accusation 

and all other statutorily requ.ired documents were properly served on Respondent on January 8, 

2008. Respondent timely filed her Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation. A copy of 

. Accusation No.CC 2006-112 is attached as exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference. 

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 

6. Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the 

charges and allegations in Accusation No. CC 2006-112. Respondent has also carefully read, 

fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated Settlement and 

Disciplinary Order. 

7. Respondent is fully aware of her legal rights in this matter, including the right to a 

hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to confront and cross-examine 

the witnesses against her; the right to present evidence and t6 testify on her own behalf; the right 

to the issuance of subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of 

documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other 

rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws. 

8. Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently· waives and gives up each 

and every right set forth above. 

2. 

---- -- .. 
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CULPABILITY 

9. Respondent admits the truth of each and every charge and allegation in . . 

Accusation No. CC 2006-112. 

.. ~ 10. Respondent agrees that her Optometrist Registration and Permit are subject to 
------ - ----------- ----. --- --------------- --_._--_. ------- - -- - ------------- - --- ---_._- ---- --- -- - ------ ---- - --- - --- -- -----------

discipline and she agrees to be bound by the Board of Optometry's imposition of discipline as set· 


forthin the Disciplinary Order below. 

RESERVATION 

11. The admissions made by Respondent herein are only for the purposes of this 

proceeding, or any other proceedings in whi~h the Board of Optometry or other profeSSIonal 

licensing agency is involved, and shall not be admissible in any other criminal or civil 

proceeding. 

OTHER MATTERS 

12. The parties understand and agree that facsimile copies of this Stipulated 

Settlement and Disciplinary Order, including facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same 

force and effect as the originals. 

CONTINGENCY 

13. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Board. Responcient 

uilderstandsand agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the State Board of 

Optometry may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and settlement, 

without notice to or participation by Respondent or her counsel. By signing the stipulation, . 

Respondent understands and agrees that she may not withdraw her agreement or seek to rescind 

the stipulation prior to the time the Board· considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails to adopt 

this stipuIatioi1 as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order shall 

be of no force or effect. Except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal action 

between the parties, and the Board shall not be disqualified from further action by having 

considered this matter. 

III 

III· 
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DISCIPLINARY ORDER 

14. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree 
, , 

that the Board of Optometry may, without further notice or fOlmal proceeding, issue and enter 

the following Discipliriary Order: 
-

---- -- ------- --- -----_._-------_.-._----- -- -

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Certificate of Registration No. OPT 7990 and the 

Fictitious Name Permit No. 2663 issued to Christine Ann Matson, O.D. are revoked. However, 

the revocation is stayed and Respondent is placed onprobation for four (4) years on the 

following terms and conditions~ 

,1. Obey All Laws. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws. A full 

and detailed account of any and all violations of law shall be reported by the Respondent to the 

Board in writing within seventy-two (72) hours of occurrence. To permit monitoring of 

compliance with this condition,Respondent shall submit completed fingerprint forms and 

fingerprint fees within 45 days of the effective, date of the decision, unless previously submitted 

as part of the licensure application process. 

2. Comply with the Board's Probation Program. Respondent shall fully comply 

with the conditions of the Probation Program established by the Board and cooperate with 
" ' 

representatives of the Board in its monitoring and investigation of the Respondent's compliance 

with the J3oard's Probation Program. Respondent shall inform the Board in writing within no 

more than 15 days of any address change and shall at all tiines maintain an active, current license 

status with the Board, including during any period of suspension. 

Respondent shall comply with the Board's probation surveillance program, inCluding but 

not liniited to allowing access to the Respondent's optometric practice and patient records upon 

request Of the Board or its agent. 

Respondent shall, at hei· own expense, report in person to, the Board's headquarters in 

Sacramento within three (3) months of the effective date ofthe Board's decision, and as the 

Board deems necessary if it is dete1111ined that Respondent may not be compliant with any of the 

tenTIS or conditions of her probation. Respondent shall pay the monitoring costs associated with 

the Board's probation surveillance program each and every year of probation, as designated by 

4 
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the Board,.whichmay be adjusted on an annual basis. Such costs shall be payable to the Board 


-of Optometry and delivered to the Board or its designee no later than January 310f each 


calendar year. Failure to pay costs within 30 calendar days of the due date is a violation of 


y~~b~~i9~~_ -cJ~~l:_~::cc_~~~~~~_~_o~~!_~t_i~~ ?_!!ro~ati?~~~_e~~_o~~~~!-,~!egistra~~~~ ~~~ __~~~~t _~~~~ ______ 

be fully restored. 

3. Report in Person. Respondent, during the period of probation,- shan appear in 


person ~t interviewslmeetings as directed by the Board or its desi~ated representatives. 


4. Residency, Practice, or Licensure Outside of State. Periods of residency or 


practice as an optometrist outside of California shall not apply toward a reduction of this _ 


probation time period. Respondent's probation is tolled, if and when she resides outside of 


California. Respondent must provide written notice to the Board within 15 days of any change of 

/. . . . 

residency or practice outside the state, and within 30 days prior to Ie-establishing residency or 

_returning to practice in this state . 

Respondent shall provide a list of all states and territories where she has ever been 

--licensed as an optometrist. Respondent shall further provide inform~tion regarding the status of 

each license and any changes in such license status during the tenn of probation. Respondent 

shall infonn the Board if she applies for or obtains a new optometry license during the tenn of 

probation. 

_5. Submit Written Reports. Respondent,_during the period ofprobatiOli, shall 

submit or cause to be submitted such written reportsldeclarations and verification of actions 

under penalty of perjury, as required by the Board. These reports/declarationsshall contain 

statements relative to Respondent's compliance with all of the conditions of the Board's 

Probation Program. Respondent shall immediately execute all release of information fornls as 

may be required by the Boardor its representatives. 

Respondent shall provide a copy of this decision to the optometric regulatory agency in 

every state and territOl), in which she has an optometry license .. 

III 

III 

5 
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-- -----------------------:----_._----_ ..._..•..- _. _._--

6. Function as an Optometrist. Respondent, during the period of probation, shall 

2 

1 

engage in the practice of optometry in California for a minimum of 12 hours per w~ek for 6 

3 consecutive months, within each year ofprobation, or as determined by the Board. 

4 --- For purposes of compliance with the section,"engage in the practice of optometry" may 
-.---_.. _---------_.._---- -- - - ----- -- --- - - -- --- -- - - - -  --- ----- -- - -- - ----- -. ---- - --- - -- -- - - - - ------- ----- ---- ~ 

5 include, when approved by the Board, volunteer work as an optometrist, or work in any 

6 non-direct patient care position that requires licensure as an optometrist. 

7 - IfRespondent has not complied with this condition during the probationary term, and 

-8 Respondent has presented sufficient documentation ofher good faith efforts to comply with this 

9 condition, and ifno other conditions have been violated, the Board, in its discretion, may grant 

lOan extension of the Respondent's probation period up to one year without further hearing in 

n order to comply with this condition. During the one year extension, all-original conditions of 

12 probation shall apply. 


.13 
 7. Employment Approval and Reporting Requirements. Respondent shall obtain 

14 prior approval from the Board before commencing ot continuing the practice of optometry. 
) 

Respondent shall cause to be submitted to the Board any available performance evaluations and 

16 

15 

other employment related reports as an optometrist upon request of the Board. 

17 Ifworking as an employee, Respondent shall provide a copy of this decision to her 

18 employer and immedlate supervisors prior to commencement ofthe p~actice of optometry. 

19 In addition to the above, Respondent shall notify the Board in writing within seventy-two 

20 (72) hours after she obtains any optometric employment. Respondent shall notify the Board in 

21 writing within seventy-two (72) hours after she is terminated or separated, 1;egardless of cause, 

22 from any optometric employment with a full explanation of the circumstances surrounding the 

23 termination or separation. 

8. Employment Limitations. Respondent shall not work in any health care setting 

25 

24 

as a supervisor of optometrists. Respondent may hire optometrists to work in her office, but only 

26 as independent contractors. Not as employees whom she supervises. -The Board may 

27 additionally restrict Respondent from supervising tec1micians and/or unlicensed assistive 

28 persOlmel on a case-by-case basis. 

6 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 
) 

·16 

17 

18 

19· 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

27 

28 

Respondent shall not work as a faculty member in an approved school of optometry or as 

an instructor in a Board approved continuing edu-oation program 

Respondent shall work only on a regularly assigned,.identified and predetennined 

-worksite(s) and shall not work in afloat capacity . 
._---- - - -- --_. ---- --- --- ----_.. ----- -- ---- ---- ----- -- -------- - - .._--_.,----- -_.._-_._--

If the Respondent is working or intends to work in excess Of 40 hours per week, the 

Board may request documeiltation to determine whether there should be restrictions on' the hours 

ofwor1c 

.9. Complete an Optometry Course. Respondent, at her own expen~e, shall enroll 

and successfully complete 20 hours of continuing education course(s) per year for each year of 

probation. Said course(s) shall be relevant to the practice of optometry. Additiomilly, 

Respondent shall complete at least one course in ethics during the probationary period. These 

courses shall be in addition to the courses required for license renewal. Respondent shall obtain 

prior approval from the Board before enrolling in the ethics course. The coursesal1eto be 

completed no later than six months prior to the end of the probationary term. Respondent shall 

.submit to the Board original transcripts or certificates of completion for the above required 

courses: The Board shall return the original documents to Respondent after photocopying them 

for its records. 

10. Cost Recovery. Respondent shall pay to the Board costs associated with its 

investigation and enforcement of this matter pursuant to Business and Professions Code Section 

125.3 in the amoul1t of $3,933.00. Respondent shaH be permitted to pay these costs in a payment 

plan approved by the Board, with payments to be completed no later than six months prior to the 

end ofthe probation tenn. 

IfRespondent has not complied with this condition during the probationary term, and 

Respondent has presented sufficient documentation of her good faith efforts to coniply irith this 

condition, and ifno other conditions have been violated, the Board, in its discretion,may grant 

extension ofthe Respondent's probation period up to one year without further hearing in order to 

comply with this condition. During the one year extension, all original conditions of probation 

will apply. 

7 
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11. Violation of Probation. IfRespond(fnt violates the conditions of her probation, 

the Board, after giving the Respondent notice and an opp()rtunity to be heard, may set aside the 

stay order and impose the stayed revocation ofthe Respondent's Registration and Permit. 

If, during the period ofprobation, a,n accusation or petition to revoke probation has been 

filed against Respondent's Registration and Permit or the Attomey General's Office has been 

requested to prepare an accusation or petition to revoke probation against the Respondent's 

Registration and Permit, the probationary period shall automatically be extended and shall not 

expire until the accusation or petition has been acted upon by the Board. 

12. License Surrender. During Respondent's term of probation, if she ceases 

practicing due to retirement or health reasons, or is otherwise unable to satisfy the conditions of 

probation, Respondent may surrender her Registration and Pennit to the Board. The Board 

reserves the right to evaluate Respondent's request and to exercise its discretion whether to grant 

the request, or to take any other action deemed appropriate and reasonable· under·the 

circumstances, without further heating. Upon formal acceptance of the tendered registration and 

the pennit and wall certificate, Respondent will no longerbe subject to the conditions of 

probation. 

Surrender of Respondent's license shall be considered a disciplinary action and shall 

become.a part.ofRespondent's license history with the Board. An optometrist whose 

registration and permit has been surrendered may petition the Board for reinstatement no sooner 

than one year from the effective date of the disciplinary decision. 

13. Drugs - Abstain From Use. Respondent, except when prescribed by a licensed 

health care provider fora bona fide illness or cOl1dition, shall abstain completely from the 

personal use or possession of controlled substances as defined in the Califoll1ia Unifom1 

Controlled Substances Act (Health and Safety Code sections 11000 et. seq.), and dangerous 

drugs as defined by Section 4211 of the Business and Professions Code or any drugs requiring a 

prescription. 

14. Alcohol - Abstain From Use. Respondent shall abstain completely from the use 

of alcoholic beverages. 
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_15. Submit to Tests and Samples. Respondent, ather expense, shall participate in a 

random, biological fluid testing or a drug screening program which the Board approves. The 

.length oftime and frequency will be subject to approval by the Board. The Respondent is 
· .. . 

_~·esp~~~i~~~_f~:'_~~eE~~?_:~~}3_~~!~ i~f~_~e_~_o~ ~es~o~_~en~'_s~_~~rr~~:__t~~e~~~~~ ~u~~~_e::~~_a~l:___________ 

times. Respondent shall also ensure that messages may be left at the telephone number when she 

is n~t available and ensure that reports are submitted directly by the testing agency to the Board, 

as directed. Anyconfirmed positivefinding_shall be reported immediately to the Board by the 

program and Respondent shall becorisidered in violation ofprobation. 

In addition, Respondent, at any time during the period ofptobation, sllall fully cooperate 

with the Board or any of its representatives, and shall, when requested, submit to such tests and 

samples as the Board or its representatives may require for the detection of alcohol, narcotics, 

hypnotics, dangerous drugs, or other controlled substances. 

IfRespondent has a positive drug screen for any substance not legally auth0rized and not 

reported to the coordinating physician, nurse practitioner, or physician assistant, and the Board 

files a petition to revoke probation or an accusation, the Board may suspend Respondent from 

practice pending the final decision on the petition to revoke probation or the accusation. This 

period of suspension will not apply to the reduction of this probationary time period. 

IfRespondent fails to participate in a random, biological fluid testing or drug screening 

program within the specified time frame, the Respondent shall immediately cease practice and 

shall not resume practice until notified by the Board. After taking into account documented 

evidence.of mitigation, if the Board files a petition to revoke probation or an accusation, the 

Board-may suspend Respondent from practice pending the final decision on the petition to 

revoke probation or the accusation. This period of suspension will not apply toward the 

reduction of this probationary time period. 

16. Community Service. Within 60 days of the effective date oftl-iis decision, 

-Respondent shall identify a cOlmnunity service program or charitable facility or agency, other 

than a Narcotics An~nymous oran Alcoholics Anonymous ( "A.A.") organization, that 

Respondent shall provide 192 hOUl'S of free, non-optometrIc sen/ices. The 192 hours offree, 
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non-optometric services shall be completed during the first 26 months ofprobation. Respondent, 

prior to initiating her comn1imity service, shall obtain theBoard's approval of the COlDlTIuJ)ity 

servlce program. 

- 17. . Mental Health Examination - Therespondent shall,within 45 diiYS of the 
-------- _ .. --_ .. __... _-_.:._-- ------._---_._--_. -----~---- ----- ----- ------.----••••-~--- - ••- •• ------ - ____• __• ______________ ._bo • __ • ____• ________________ •••_. ____ " __ _ 

effective date ofthis decision, have a mental health examination including psychological testing 

as appropriate to determine her ability to perform the duties of an optometrist. The examination 

will be performed by a psychiatrist, psychoJogist or other licensed mental health practitioner 

approved by the Board. The ex~mining mental health practitioner will submit a written report of 

that assessment and recommendations to the Board. All costs are the responsibility of the 

Respondent. Recommendations for treatment, therapy or counseling made as a result of the 

mental health examination will be instituted and followed by the Respondent. 

If, during the probationary period, Respondentis determined to not be able to practice 

safely as an optometrist, the licensed mental health care practitioner making this ,determination 

shall immediately notify the Board and respondent by telephone, and the Board shall request that 

the Attorney General's office prepare an accusation or petition to revoke probation. Respondent 

shall iJinnediately cease practice and may not resume practice until notified by the Board. During 

this period of suspension, respondent shall not engage in any practice for which a license issued 

by the Board is required, until the Board has notified respondent that a mental health 

. determination permits respondent to resume practice. This period of suspension will not apply 

toward the reduction of this probationary time period. 

.If the Respondent fails to have the above assessment submitted to the Board within 45

. days of its request, Respondent shall immediately. cease practice and shall not resume practice . 

until notified by the Board. This period of suspension will not apply to the reduction of this 

probationary time period. The Board may waive or postpone this suspension only if significant, 

documented evidence ofinitigation is provided. Such evidence must establish good faith effOlis 

by the Respondent to obtain the assessment, and a specific date for compliance must be 
. . 

provided. Only one such waiver or extension may be permitted. 

/ 
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. 18. . Participate in Treatment/Rehabilitation Program forChemical Dependence. 

Respondent, at her expense, shallSlJccessfullycomplete during the prob~tionary period 
. . 

or shall have successfu.lly completed prior to commencement ofprobation a Board-approved 
. . 

4-treatmentlrehabilitation program of at least six months duration. As required, reports shall be 
------ --- - .. - ------ .---~-- --- - 
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. ----- ------_. _. -- - .- "--- --- - -------------------- -_. -- ------- ---- 

submitted by the program on forms provided by the Board. IfRespondent has not completed a 

Board-approved treatment/rehabilitation program prior to connnencementofprobation, 

Respondent, within 45 days from the effective date of the decision, shall be emolled in a 

program. If a program is not successfully completed withiri the first nine months ofprobation, 

the Board shall consider Respondent to be in violation of probation. 

Based on the Board's recommendation, each week Respondent shall be required to attend 

at least one, but no more than five, 12-step recovery meeting(s) or equivalent (e.g., Narcotics 

Anonymous, Alcoholics Anonymous, etc.) as approved anddirected by the Board. Respondent 

shall submit dated and signed documentation confirming such attendance to the Board during the 

entire period of probation. Respondent shall continue with the recovery plan recommended by 

the treatment/rehabilitation program or a licensed mental health examiner and/or other ongoing 

.recovery group(s). 
. . 

19. Abstain from Use of Psychotropic (Mood-Altering) Drugs. Respondent shall 

completely abstain from the possession, injection or consumption by any route of all controlled. 

substances and psychotropic (mood-altering) drugs, except when the same are ordered by a 

health care professional legally authorized to d.o so as part of a documented medical treatment. 

Respondent, within fourteen (14) days the initial documented medical treatment, shall have sent 

.to the Board, in writing by the prescribing health care professional, a report identifying the 

medication, dosage, the date the medication was prescribed, Respondent's prognosis, the date the 

medication will no longer be required, and the effect on the recovery plan, if appropriate.. 

Respondent shall identify for the Board a single physician, nurse practitioner or physician 

assistant who shall be aware of Respondent's history of substance abuse and will cool'dinate and 

monitor any/all prescriptions for dangerous drugs,controlled substances or mood-altering drugs 

prescribed for Respondent. The coordinating physician, nurse practitioner, or physician assistant 

11 
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shall report to t~e Board on a quarterly basis Respondent's compliance with this condition. If any 

. substances have been prescribed, the report shall identify aregimen for the time-limited use of 

any such substances. 

The Board may require the single coordinating physician, nurse practitioner,·orphysician . 
-----_._-- -- _.. ~----.-------.--.-.--- .. -----.------------- "----- - -._---_. ---_...._-.- _.- ----- -. - ----------------- -- ---- ----_. 

assistant to be a specialist in addictive mediCine, or to consult with a specialist ih addictive 


medicine. 


20. Drug, Alcohol, or Other Chemical Abuse Counseling and 

Treatment. Within 15 days of the effective date of this decision, Respondent shall submit the 

. name, business address and business telephone number of three persons who are professionally 

qualified to provide counseling and treatment for drug, alcohol: or other chemical abuse 

appropriate to the case. Thereafter the board through its staff shall select one of these persons to 

provide the necessary counseling and treatment. Within 30 days of written notification ofthis 

.selection to the Respondent the Respondent· shall, in consultation with this counselor and treating 

professional, prepare and subniit to the board for its approval, a counseling and treatment 

program. All costs associated withthe couriseling and treatment program shall be paid by 

Respondent. Respondent shall successfully complete this counseling and treatment program as a 

condition ofprobation. 

/ 

/ 
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ACCEPTANCE 

I have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order and have 

fully discussed it with my attorney, Raymond J McMahon. 1 understand the stipulation and the 

-~ffect-it 'win'have~n-my-Gpt~metrist-Certificate otRegistration-andJ?,ermit. -Tenter-into-this-~----

_Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree 

to be bound by the Decision and Order of the Board of Optometry. 

DATED: &.~ )'1-~' 0 I 


~L£1~-0STIN.EANNMATSON,O.D. .. -. 
Respondent 

I haveread and fully discussed with Respondent Christine Ann Matson, O.D. the terms 
. .. . 

and conditions and other matters contained in the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary 

Order. I approve its form and content. 

DATED: L /2200"1 . 
? ." h 
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ENDORSEMENT 

' The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully 

submitted for consideration by the Board of Optometry.. -

DAWDr 
EDMUND G .. BROWN JR., Attorney General 
of the State of California 
LINDA K. SCHNEIDER 

Attorneys for Complainant 

Supervising 'Deputy Attorney General 

BEN E. JOHNSON 
. Deputy Attorney General 
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EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Attorney General 
of the State of California 


ALFREDO TERRAZAS, 
Senior Assistant Attorney General 

JAMES LEDAIUS 

Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
-Califemia-Department-ef Justiee--'---
110 West IIAII Street, Suite 1100 

San Diego, CA 92101 


P.O. Box 85266 

San Diego, CA 92186-5266 

Telephone: (619) 645-2105 

Facsimile: (6 i 9) 645-2061 


Attorneys for Comp.lainant 

BEFORE THE 
- STATE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Case No. CC2006-112 

CHRISTINE ANN MATSON, O.D. 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

ACCUSATION18291 Imperial Hwy 

Yorba Linda, CA 92886 


Optometrist LicenseNo. 7990 


Respondent. 


Complainant alleges: 

PARTIES 

Taryn Smith (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely inher official capacity 1. 

as the Executive Officer ofthe State Board of Optometry, Department ofCoilsumer Affairs. 
- " 

2. On or about Febiuary 8,1984, the State Board ofOptometry issued Optometrist 

License Number 7990 to Christine Ann Matson, O,D. (Respondent). The optometrist license 

was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herein and will expire on 

October 31, 2008, unless renewed. 

27, III, 
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JURISDICTION 

3. This Accusation is brought before the State Board of Optometry (Board), 

Department of Consumer Affairs, under the authority of the following laws. All section 

--references-are to-the Business-and Professions -eode--unlesscotherwiseindicated~-- -- 

A. Section 3090 ofthe Code states: 

11 Except as otherwise provided by law, the board may take action against all persons 

guilty of violating this chapter or any ofthe regulations adopted by the board. The board shall 

enforce and administer this article as to license holders, and the board shall have all the powers 

granted in this chapter for these purposes, including, but not limited to, investigating complaints 

fronithe public; other licensees, health care facilities, other licensing agencies, or any other 

source suggesting that an optometrist may be guilty ofviolating this chapter or any of the 

regulations adopted by the board. II 

B. Section 3110 of the Code states: 

liThe board may take action against any licensee who is charged with unprofessional 

conduct, and may deny an application for a license if the applicant has committed unprofessional 

conduct. In addition to. other provisions ofthis article, unprofessional conduct includes, but is not 

limited to, the following: 

II(k) Conviction of afelorty or of any offense substantially related to the qualifications, 

functions, and duties of an optometrist, in which event the record of the conviction shall be 

conclusive evidence thereof. 

"(1) Administering to himself or herself any controlled substance or using any of the 

dangerous drugs specified in Section 4022, or using alcoholic beverages to the extent, or in a 

manner, as to be dangerous or injurious to the person applying for a license or holding a license 

under this chapter, or to any other persoll, or to. the public, or, to the extent that the use impairs· 

the abilityofthe person applying for or holding a license to conduct with safety to the public the 

practice authorized by the license, or the conviction bf amisdemeanor or felony involving the 

use, consumption, or self administration of any of the substances refelTed to in this subdivision, 
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II W 

C. Section 125.3 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may request 

-:-the-~clministrative-law judge-ts di~eeta-1icentiate-foul1El tohave-GO:rrimitt€d":~ violationor-~---- --- --

violations of the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation 

and enforcement of the case. 

CHARGES AND ALLEGATIONS 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Unprofessional Conduct: Conviction of a Substantially Related Crime 
Incident Date: 2/1/07 - Conviction Date: 411 7/07) . 

4. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 311 O(k) in that she has 

been convicted of a crime substantially related to the qualifications, functions, and duties of an 

optometrist, as more particularly alleged below: 

A. On or about April 17,2007, in Orange County Superior Court North Justice 

District Center Case No. 07NM031 06, People v.Christine Ann Matson, Respondent pled guilty 

to driving with a blood. alcohol level of. 08% or more, to wit, 0.13 %,a violation of Vehicle Code 

section 23152(b), a misdemeanor. 

B. Respondent was sentenced to, among other things, 3 years probation; to pay 

various fines; to do lO days labor in lieu of lO days in jail; and to attend and complete both the 

First Offenderprogram andthe MADD Victim's Impact Panel. 

c. The facts and circumstances sunounding Respondent's conviction are that on or 

about Februaryl, 2007 Respondent was driving her car while under the influence ofboth alcohol 

and prescription drugs such that she had to be helped to walk as she was unsteady on her feet, her 

speech was slow and sluned, her eyes were bloodshot and she had a strong odor of an alcoholic 

beverage on her breath. Respondent adm:itted drinking a bottle of wine and to taking prescription 

drugs, including Soma and "Contazapam." 

III 


III 
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SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE . 

(Unprofessional Conduct: Self-Administration ofAlcohol.or Drugs So As 
to Bea Danger to Self or Others) . 

5. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 3110(1) in that on or 

about February 1,2007, Respondent self-administered alcohol andlor controlled substances or 

dangerous drugs to such an extent that she was a danger to herself and others when she drove her 

vehicle, as more particularly alleged above and incorporated herein by reference. 

THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Unprofessional Conduct: Conviction of a Substantially Related Crime 
Incident Date:1/26/07 - Conviction Date: 4117/07) . 

6. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 311 O(le) in that she has 

been convicted of a crime substantially related to the qualifications, functions, and duties of an 

optometrist, as more particularly alleged below: 

A. On or about April 17, 2007, in Orange County Superior Court North Justice 

District Center Case No. 07NM02731, PeopZe v. Christine Ann Matson, Respondent pled guilty 

to battery against a spouse or cO'-habitant, a violation of Penal Code section 243(e)(l), a 

misdemeanor. 

B. Respondent was sentenced to, among other things, 3 years informal probatIon; to 

pay various fines; to 8 hours of community service; and to attend and complete the Batterer's 

TreatrnentProgram. 

c. The facts and circumstances surrounding Respondent's conviction. are that on or 

about January 26, 2007, Respondent assaulted her spouse with a deadly weapon, to wit, a knife. 

FOURTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Unprofessional Conduct: Conviction of a Substantially Related Crime 
Incident Date: 6/30/05 - Conviction Date: 3115/06) 

7. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action undersection 311 O(le) in that she has 

been convicted ofa crime substantially related to the qualifications, functions, and duties of an 

optometrist, as more particularly alleged below: 

4 

http:Alcohol.or


5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

,. 


2 

3 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

) 14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

27 

28 

A. On orabout March 15, 2006, in Orange County Superior COUli NOIih Justice 

District Center Case No. 05NM09808, People v. Christine Ann Matson, Respondent pled guilty 

to maliciously and willfully disturbing another person by loud and unreasomible noise, a 

. . 

B. Respondent was sentenced to 2 years informal probation and to pay various Jines .. 

c. The facts and circumstances .sun-ounding Respondent's conviction involve her 

trespass into a neighbor's house when she falsely accused him of illegal surveillance of her when' 

she was buying vodka at a neilrby liquorstore. Further, when she was an-ested, she resisted 

an-est. 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein 

alleged, and that following the hearing, the State Board of Optometry issue a decision: 

1. Revoking or suspending Optometrist License NUInber 7990, issued to Christine 

Ann Matson, O.D.; 

2. Ordering Christine AIm Matson, O.D. to pay the State Board of Optornetry the 

reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code section 125.3; 

3. Taking such other and fmiher action as deemed necessary and prope:". 

DATED:. 01/:;'51 V1 

~. 
) a/LI 'YL 11\;~-----" 

TARYN MITH 
Executive Officer 
State Board of Optometry 
Depaliment of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Complainant 
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